
IX STD      ENGLISH  II TERM 

UNIT 1    PROSE    SEVENTEEN ORANGES 

About the Author:  

      William John Francis Naughton, known as Bill Naughton (1910 – 1992) was an Irish-born Brirtish 

playwright and author.  He worked as a weaver, coal beggar and lorry driver before he started writing.  

His preferred environment was working class society, which is reflected in much of his work.  He wrote 

many novels, short stories, plays and children’s books.  He is best known for the play Alfie.  His 1977, 

children’s novel My Pal Spadger is an account of his childhood in 1920s  Bolton. 

Glossary:  

Dock (n)  - an enclosed area of water in a port for the loading, unloading and repair of ships 

Apron (n) – a protective garment worn over the front of one’s clothes and tied at the back 

Red handed (adj) – used to intricate that a person has been discovered in the act of doing something 

wrong 

Concealed (adj) – the act of keeping something secret or hidden 

Blabbing (v) – to reveal secrets indiscreetly and thoughtlessly 

Pips (n) – small hard seeds in  a fruit 

Chunks(n) – thick large pieces of something 

ADDITIONAL SYNONYMS: 

1. Fond – like 

2. Hidden – concealed 

3. Pony – young one of the horse 

4. Often – frequently 

5. Apron – pinafore, pinny 

6. Theft – act of stealing 

7. Hid – conceal 

8. Carefully – cautiously, attentively 

9. Docks – harbor, sea port 

10. Concealed – buried, hidden 

11. Angrily – furiously, ferociously, fiercely 

12. Ran after – chased, followed 

13. Finally – lastly 

14. Came back  - returned 

15. Furiously – angrily 
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16. Lucky – fortunate 

17. String – rope 

18. Noticed – watched 

19. Bulging – curving outward 

20. Looked into  - examined 

21. Frightened – afraid 

22. Quiet – calm 

23. Detective – police officer 

24. Blabbing – blabbering, gossiping 

25. Mistake – error 

26. Evidence – proof, witness 

27. Plan – scheme 

28. Bring up – take, proceed 

29. Locked – bolted 

30. Witness – observer 

31. Gave up – quit, abandon 

32. Cabin – room 

33. Trouble – difficulty 

34. Swallow – ingest 

35. Pips – seeds of orange 

36. Peel – outer skin of orange 

37. Chunks – portion, block 

38. Figure out – understand 

39. Difficult – hard 

40. Believe – trust 

41. Let – allow 

42. Sick – ill 

ANTONYMS: 

1. Fond X dislike, hate 

2. Little X huge 

3. Often X rarely 

4. Usually X unusually 

5. Under X above 

6. Carefully X carelessly 

7. Believe X suspect, disbelieve 

8. Open X close 

9. Later X earlier 

10. Same X different 

11. Tightly X loosely 

12. Furiously X gently, calmly 

13. Smiled X frowned 

14. Laughed X cried 
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15. Lucky X unlucky, misfortunate 

16. Nearby X faraway 

17. Counted X uncounted 

18. Concealed X revealed 

19. Frightened X brave, bold 

20. Quiet X noisy 

21. Against X for 

22. Left X arrived 

23. Locked X released 

24. Escaping X capture 

25. Finally X initially 

26. Swallow X chew 

27. Ordered X requested 

28. Shouted X murmured 

29. Sick X healthy 

30. Large X small 

IN TEXT QUESTIONS: (Page 93) 

1. Where did the narrator work? 

The narrator worked in the Swift Delivery Company. 

2. What was the narrator’s job in the docks? 

The narrator’s job in the docks was to drive a little pony-and-cart in and out of the docks. 

3. What was Clem Jones carrying in the box? (Page 94) 

Clem Jones was carrying a cat in the box. 

4. What happened when the box was opened? 

A ship’s cat jumped out of the box when it was opened. 

5. Did the narrator believe Clem’s story? (Page 95) 

No, the narrator did not believe Clem’s story. 

6. What was the narrator carrying in his pockets? 

The narrator was carrying seventeen oranges in his pockets. 

7. Who is Pongo? 

Pongo was a policeman. 

8. Why did Pongo want to bring another policeman? 

Pongo wanted a witness against the narrator.  Hence he wanted to bring another 

policeman. 

9. What did the voice in the narrator’s head tell him to do? 

The voice in the narrator’s head told him to eat the oranges which were the only evidences. 

10. Why did the policemen arrive a little late to the cabin?  (Page 96) 

Pongo and another policeman had seen some carts at the dock gate.  They went and talked 

with the drivers.  So the policemen arrived a little late to the cabin. 

11. What did the narrator do with the pips and peels? 

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                    www.TrbTnpsc.com

http://www.trbtnpsc.com/2013/09/9th-standard-materials.html



The narrator swallowed the pips and peels. 

A. SEE THE TEXT 

B. Answer the following questions briefly in one or two sentences: (Page 98) 

1. Why did the narrator call Clem Jones a careful planner? 

Clem Jones knew the strategy to cheat others.  That’s why the narrator called him a 

careful planner. 

2. What was Clem Jones carrying in the box during his second attempt? 

During his second attempt Clem Jones was carrying a large Dutch cheese in the box. 

3. Why did the policeman suspect the narrator? 

The policeman suspected the narrator since he had noticed his bulging trouser 

pockets. 

4. What did Pongo consider as evidence against the narrator? 

Pongo considered the seventeen oranges as evidence against the narrator. 

5. How did the narrator feel when he was alone in Pongo’s cabin? 

The narrator felt worried and frightened of losing his job when he was alone in 

Pongo’s cabin. 

6. What did the narrator do to get rid of the evidence? 

The narrator swallowed the seventeen oranges to get rid of the evidence. 

7. What did Pongo do when he found no oranges on the table? 

Pongo became angry and shouted at the narrator when he found no oranges on the 

table. 

8. Why were the policemen not able to bring any charges against the narrator? 

The narrator swallowed all the seventeen oranges along with the pip and peel.  So 

the policemen were not able to bring any charges against him since there was no 

evidence. 

9. How did the narrator feel after eating seventeen oranges? 

The narrator became sick for a week after eating seventeen oranges. 

10. What happened to the narrator’s love for oranges after the incident? 

The narrator gave up the fondness of oranges and he had never eaten oranges after 

the incident. 

C. Answer the following in about 80 – 100 words. 

1. Narrate the clever strategy followed by Clem Jones to deceive Pongo. 

Topic   : Seventeen Oranges 

Author : Bill Naughton 

Genre  : Autobiography 

Theme  : Presence of mind 

    Clem Jones was a careful planner.  One day he came out of the docks carrying a 

box.  Pongo, the policeman enquired him what was in that box.  Clem replied that it 

was a cat.  But Pongo did not believe that.  He made him open the box.  The cat 

jumped from the box and ran back to the docks.  Clem ran after the cat.  He was 

shouting angrily.  After two minutes, Clem came back with the same box.  He was 

holding the lid down tightly.  Pongo laughed at him on seeing this.  Clem looked at 

www.Padasalai.Net

www.Padasalai.Net                                                                                    www.TrbTnpsc.com

http://www.trbtnpsc.com/2013/09/9th-standard-materials.html



him furiously.  He was angry all the way home.  Then he smiled.  He opened the box 

and took out a large Dutch cheese.  Thus Clem cleverly deceived Pongo by his clever 

strategy. 

                                Presence of mind works out well. 

2. Describe the confrontation between the narrator and Pongo. 

Topic   : Seventeen Oranges 

Author : Bill Naughton 

Genre  : Autobiography 

Theme  : Fear Vs Inner Voice 

One day the narrator was caught by Pongo, the policeman red handed while his 

strings had broken.  His trousers’ pockets were somewhat bulging.  Pongo suspected 

that he might have stolen something.  Pongo searched and he had taken out 

seventeen oranges.  He counted them and placed them carefully on the table.  The 

narrator said nothing.  Pongo left the cabin and locked the door behind him.  He 

went to bring another policeman as a witness against the narrator.  Hence the 

narrator was very much worried.  He thought he would lose the job.  Suddenly a 

voice told him to eat the evidences.  Then he ate all the seventeen oranges including 

pip and peel.  Pongo could not take action against him since there was no evidence.  

Then the narrator gave up his fond of eating oranges. 

               Inner voice rescued him from punishment. 

PARAGRAPH FOR LATE BLOOMERS: 

 The narrator worked in Swift Delivery Company. 

 His job was driving a little pony –and – cart in the docks. 

  Once he stole seventeen oranges. 

 He was caught red handed by Pongo. 

 He went to bring another cop as evidence. 

 In the mean time the narrator swallowed all the oranges including pips and peel. 

 Pongo shouted at the narrator angrily. 

D.  

E.  

F. Look at the book and type 

G. Answer the following questions based on your listening. 

1. Why did Chatur Pandit ask the king for 1000 gold coins? 

Chatur Pandit asked the king for 1000 gold coins because he had spent that to get 

the red peacock. 

2. Where did Chatur Pandit find the red peacock? 

Chatur Pandit found the red peacock in the jungles. 

 

3. What sort of a person was Chatur Pandit? 

Chatur Pandit was a greedy person. 

4. State whether the statement is true or false. 
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Tenali was given three weeks to bring more red peacocks.    False 

5. Why the people felt that they were lucky to have Krishna Deva Raya as their king? 

The people felt that they were lucky to have Krishna Deva Raya as their king as he 

was not afraid to admit his mistake. 

SPEAKING: 

H. Work in groups of four.  Choose one of the situations given below.  Discuss how the 

story would been different if 

i) Pongo had pardoned the narrator after scolding him 

ii) Pongo had arrived on the scene before the last orange was eaten. 

iii) Pongo had forgotten to lock the door properly but the narrator only discovered 

it just before Pongo returned 

Share your ideas with the rest of the class. 

i) Pongo had pardoned the narrator after scolding him 

Group A: 

Members:  Prema, Ram, Radhika, Raga 

The narrator had stolen seventeen oranges.  He was caught red handed by the 

policeman Pongo.  He blamed and scolded him for his mistake.  The narrator 

was very much worried.  He wept for a long time.  He was unable to tolerate the 

disgracefulness.  He decided to commit suicide.  He admitted his guilt of 

stealing.  Pongo pardoned him and advised him not to commit suicide.  He 

assured the narrator that he would not take any action against him. He released 

him and gave him the seventeen oranges. 

ii) Pongo had arrived on the scene before the last orange was eaten. 

Group B: 

Members:  Arun, Aruna, Vibin, Raman 

The narrator had stolen  seventeen  oranges.  He was caught red handed by the 

policeman Pongo.  He locked him in his cabin.  He went out to bring another 

policeman for witness.  In the meantime the narrator began to swallow the 

oranges.  When the narrator was about to eat the last orange, Pongo arrived.  

He got very angry on seeing the narrator swallowing the oranges.  He beat him 

severely.  He took him to the court.  The narrator was imprisoned for six months 

and a fine of Rs. 1000 was levied on him for his  crime. 

iii) Pongo had forgotten to lock the door properly but the narrator only discovered 

it just before Pongo returned 

Group C: 

Members:  Anandakumar, Ananadhi, Ajith, Vijay 

The narrator had stolen  seventeen  oranges.  He was caught red handed by the 

policeman Pongo.  He locked him in his cabin.  He went out to bring another 

policeman for witness.  In the meantime he noticed that the door had not 

properly closed.  He escaped from the cabin.  He went to his friend Clem Jones’ 

home.  He explained him everything.  Clem and the narrator planned cleverly to 

attack Pongo.  Unfortunately it did not happen. 
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WRITING: (Page 101) 

I. Work in groups and discuss.  Then write a diary entry in about 60 – 80 words describing 

your feelings and emotions for the given situations. 

Imagine you are Pongo. 

1. Your feelings when you caught the boy. 

I am Pongo, the policeman.  A boy named Bill Naughton had stolen seventeen 

oranges. I caught him red handed.  I locked him in my cabin.  I was very happy and 

proud when I caught the boy.  I thought that I would be rewarded for my action.  I 

informed the news to my high official.   

2. Your feelings and emotions when you came back and found the oranges gone. 

 I am Pongo, the policeman.  A boy named Bill Naughton had stolen seventeen 

oranges. I caught him red handed.  I locked him in my cabin.  I was very happy and 

proud when I caught the boy.  I thought that I would be rewarded for my action.  I 

went out and informed the news to my high official.  When I returned, I found no 

oranges on the table.  I got shocked.  I didn’t know what to do next.  I looked for the  

oranges everywhere.  But I couldn’t find out.  I was very angry and beat him black 

and blue. 

GRAMMAR:  REFER THE BOOK 

 

POEM 1                                                  THE SPIDER AND THE FLY 

                                                                                                                    MARY BOTHAM HOWIT 

About the Authoress: 

Mary Botham Howit (1799 – 1888) was an English poet.  She was born at Coleford, 

in Cloucestershire.  She was educated at home and read widely.  She commenced 

writing verses at very early age.  Together with her husband William Howitt she 

wrote over 180 books. 

A. Read the following lines from the poem and answer the questions in a 

sentence or two.   

1. “The way into my parlour is up a winding stair, 

And I’ve many curious things to show when you are there” 

a) How does one reach the spider’s parlour?  

The way into the spider’s parllour is up a winding stair. 

b) What will the fly get to see in the parlour? 

The fly will get to see many   curious things in the parlour. 

2. “Oh no, no,” said the little Fly, “kind Sir, that cannot be, 

I’ve heard what’s in your pantry, and I do not wish to see!” 

a) Is the fly willing to enter the spider’s pantry? 

No, the fly is not willing to enter the spider’s pantry. 

b) Can you guess what was in the pantry? 

Yes, I guess his past victims were in the pantry 
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3. “Sweet creature!” said the Spider, “You’re witty and you’re wise, 

How handsome are your gauzy wings, how brilliant are your eyes. 

a) List the words used by the spider to describe the fly. 

Witty, wise, handsome wings, brilliant eyes are the words used by 

the spider. 

b) Why does the spider say that the fly is witty? 

The spider wants to flatter the fly.  So it says. 

4. The spider turned him round about, and went into his den, 

For well he knew the silly Fly would soon come back again: 

a) Why is the poet using the word den to describe the spider’s web? 

The spider’s web was a secret place for his illegal and immoral 

activities.  Hence the poet is using the word den to describe the 

spider’s web. 

b) Why was the spider sure that the fly would come back again? 

The spider was sure that the fly would come back again because it 

had flattered the fly with its praising words. 

5. With buzzy wings she hung aloft, then near and nearer drew, 

Thinking only of her brilliant eyes, and green and purple hue- 

a) Who does ‘she’ refer to? 

‘She’ refers to the fly. 

b) What was ‘she’ thinking of? 

‘she’ was thinking of her brilliant eyes and green and purple colour. 

6. And now dear little children, who may this story read, 

To idle, silly flattering words, I pray you ne’er give head: 

a) Who does ‘I’ refer to? 

‘I’ refers to the poetess Mary Botham Howitt. 

b) What is the advice given to the readers? 

The advice given to the readers is “Never give heed to silly flattering 

words”. 

B. REFER BOOK 

C. Answer the following questions in about 80 – 100 words. 

1. Write a character sketch of the spider. 

Name of the poem:  The Spider and the Fly   

Name of the poetess: Mary Botham Howitt 

Theme                       :  A Prey to flattery  

   The poetess describes the spider as a cunning creature.  At the 

beginning the spider invites the fly to its parlour by explaining its 

beauty.  The fly refused this.  Then it acts to be a friend and welcomed it 

to its pantry.  It gets the same result again from the fly.  It assures that 

the fly will become a victim of flattery.  It succeeded and killed the fly. 

                  Don’t give in to flattery. 
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2. What happens if we fall a prey to flattery?  Give instances from the 

poem ‘The Spider and the Fly’. 

 Name of the poem:  The Spider and the Fly   

Name of the poetess: Mary Botham Howitt 

Theme                       :  A Prey to flattery  

The poetess Mary Howitt advises us not to be a prey for the flattery.  

She cites many references throughout the poem.  She considers human 

beings as the fly in this poem.  The spider is presented as the 

representative of evil counselors with silly words of flattery.  Further she 

elucidates the problems we come across when we fall a prey to the 

flattery.  At the beginning the fly is portrayed as a wise and witty 

creature.  Later the pride leads to death due to wisdom, wit and beauty.  

She concludes the poem beautifully with a wise dictum ‘Never fall a 

prey to flattery’. 

                        Don’t give in to flattery. 

3. In your own words give a detailed description of : 

a) The Spider’s  Parlour 

b) The Fly’s Appearance 

a) The Spider Parlour: 

It is a tidy room for receiving guests. It is the beautiful web of 

spider.  It is very pretty.  It can be reached through a winding 

stair.  It has a beautiful bed with pretty curtains. 

b) The Fly’s Appearance: 

The fly is witty and wise.  Its wings are handsome.  Its eyes are 

brilliant.  Its wings are pearl and silver in colour.  Its robes are 

green and purple in colour.  Its eyes are bright like diamond. 

PARAGRAPH FOR LATE BLOOMERS: 

 The spider invites the fly to its parlour. 

 But the fly refuses. 

 Then the spider acts to be a friend. 

 It welcomes the fly to its pantry. 

 Again it begins to flatter it. 

 Finally the fly becomes a victim to its flattery. 

 The spider killed the fly. 

Listening:  (Page 110) 

Refer the book and type  
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